
Can culture of violence sustain peaceful democracy?  

In 2012 we still felt the 2008 financial crisis and 
experienced new ones such as the catastrophic 
Sandy hurricane which destroyed some parts of 
New York and New Jersey. These events were 
built upon summers in March, records floods, 
endless droughts and snowmageddons. Weather 
gone wild because Climate is Warming due to  the 
extremes of our civilization. Are we prepared 
mentally & materially for destructive weather 
which will be more common? 
  We are able to regulate toy-guns but not real 
ones. In 2012 we realized that we are not secured 
any more at the airport, cinemas, malls, hospitals, 
and schools. In the U.S. every 20 minutes some-
body is killed. At schools almost every thing is 
regulated. The only thing which is unregulated are 
things which kill. Our politicians donôt have the 
gumption to stand up to National Rifle Associa-
tionôs businessmen and regulate real guns as 
carefully as we do toys. On the other hand, the 
gun lobby published a strange book  More Guns 
Less Crime? Can we buy back 300 million fire-
arms from private owners and make America 
Weapon Free Nation? As did Australia in 1996?  

   Since 2008 we deal with the Second Great Crisis of 
Civilization, which is taking place now in the IIIrd millen-
nium, while the First Great Crisis took place after the 
fall of the Roman Empire in 476 A.D. The current civili-
zation crisis is mainly caused by the crisis of ideas and 
morality and subsequent crisis of the ecosystem and 
violence. A solution to the Great Crisis of Civilization 
may require long years, if not several generations.  
There may not be much time because of the negative 
dynamics of the Death Triangle of Civilization 
(Population, Ecological, and Resources Bombs) with 
its symptoms already felt, and which will strongly be 
felt by the middle of the 21st century. The protection of 
the civilization that we know requires a Renaissance II.  
There must be change and new value to the role of the 
Internet, science, politics, business, technology, and 
the media along with other critical matters.  Renais-
sance II requires leaders on the level of Leonardo da 
Vinci and must be supported by Enlightenment II, 
which will significantly educate and develop wise 
graduates, future professionals, and leaders. The 
future of civilization lies in a change from its present 
chaotic and self-destructive, fragmented course to a 
sound and sensible civilization.  Is this possible?         
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 The ISCSC is stabilized in terms of membership, con-
ferences, and publications. New President-elect Prof. Dr 
David Rosner is helping me in transition to a new lead-
ership. He is a very good scholar and active faculty who 
is enthusiastic about his new venture. I wish him the 
best. Our 42nd International Conference-2012 at DeVry 

University, in Washington DC was very successful. The 

43rd international conference-2013 will be held  in Asilo-
mar (CA) and 44th conference-2014 will be at the Mon-
mouth University in West Long Branch (New Jersey). 
The future of our Society? I think that  we should be-
come the Think Tank for Civilization. As such, several 
our members are publishing a book on Spirituality and  

-lity and Civilization 
Sustainability in the 21st 
Century (more about it in 
this Newsletter). More 
books in planning. This 
is my last Newsletter as 
your President. Thank 
you for your friendship. I 
learned a lot from you. 
See you soon in CA and 
NJéé.. 
 

Sandy in NY & NJ, shooting in 

school in Newtown 2012 
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largest historic framework is a ñculture-system,ò called a Cul-

ture or Civilization by many.  
   However, his basic unit of study is the Historic Cycle of 300 

to 400 years, when macro- and micro-history can be analyzed 

within a framework of five dimensions: economic, socio-

political, intellectual (insight, spiritual aspect, subjective side, 

ideas, ñcultureò), geographic, and expressive (art, literature, 

and music). Since his book is rather on World Macro-History 

than on Civilization, the author is mostly preoccupied with the 

timing of the Historic Cycle and how it is influenced by these 

five dimensions of culture-system. He is innovative in defin-

ing the role of an individual in a culture-system.  

  I remember Lee Snyder from our conference in Alaska 

(2004) and later from Paris (2006). Here at the UNESCO large 

auditorium he really had shown his class. We had witnessed 

several long, similar and articulated presentations by the 

French members of the conference Presidium. Even at one 

point I left the auditorium and said La France est mort (France 

is dead). Then I had returned and 

heard Lee Snyderôs presentation 

as President of our Society. It was 

a very well done speech, even 

impressive in terms of scholar-

ship, clarity as well as manage-

ment of the conference and so 

forth. I was proud of my Presi-

dent.     

  Lee Snyder surprised me by tell-

ing me that he was in my town 

Kalamazoo (Michigan) many 

times, since my Western Michigan 

University organizes for the last 

40+ years the International Con-

ference on Medieval Studies, 

which is attended by more than 

3000 historians each year, includ-

ing him. Of course, in 2007, I re-

visited him in his home town Sarasota. After a dinner, we 

walked around his inspiring home in the full of trees large 

garden and talked about the world civilization. He was aware 

that he is weakening but still full of world curiosity, just re-

cently paying the last trip to Europe, including northern Po-

land. I suspected that his roots were there, but the city he vis-

ited he called Danzing rather than GdaŒsk.  

   He was humble but at the same time proud of his contribu-

tion to the civilization theory, since he believed in the macro 

approach to the history, which allows us to see our small pic-

ture within the larger picture of human development. We are 

grateful to him for his effort to understand better our place in 

civilization.  

  We as the ISCSC are deeply saddened by Lee Snyder depar-

ture to anotheré civilization. 

 

    Andrew Targowski, President of the ISCSC (2007-2013)     
 

 

In his mind, Lee Daniel Snyder was as straightforward a civi-

lizationist as you could wish to see. He grew up in Hastings-

on-Hudson, New York and graduated as valedictorian at Wil-

liams College in 1955. He was elected a Danforth Graduate 

Fellow and spent a year at Mainz, Germany, with a Fulbright 

grant. He earned a M. Div. in religious history at Union 

Theological Seminary and a Ph.D. in History at Harvard Uni-

versity. Since then he has participated in six NEH summer 

study programs in cultural history. After five years at Ohio 

Wesleyan, he moved to New College in Sarasota, where he 

was Professor of History and Director of Medieval-

Renaissance Studies. An intellectual-cultural historian known 

for his impressive range of interests and expertise, Professor 

Snyder was a specialist in Medieval and Renaissance Europe 

with an alternating focus on France, Spain, Italy and Ger-

many, as well as the Protestant Reformation and the history 

of religion. He served as a full-time faculty member at New 

College from 1969 until his retirement in 2003. Among his 

many accomplishments at New College is 

the founding of the College's Biennial 

Conference on Medieval and Renaissance 

Studies, one of the leading conferences of 

its kind in the United States. He was Presi-

dent of the International Society for the 

Comparative Study of Civilizations (2004-

2007). He has presented papers on the his-

tory of religion and historical theory. 

   In 1999 he published a book of his life, a 

monumental treaty on Macro History-A 

Theoretical Approach to Comparative 

World History.  This volume explores and 

documents Macro-History: the attempt to 

create a model of the cultural-historical 

process that will explain historical change 

for all societies/cultures/civilizations. 

   The book appeared by the end of the 

20th century, had a chance to synthesize 

contributions of many 20th-century historians and scientists 

who made sense of world history. As the civilizationist Mat-

thew Melko described this book, Snyder synthesizes world 

histories beginning with H.G. Welles and continuing through 

William McNeill and Philip Curtain, off course it touches 

civilizational studies beginning with Spengler and continuing 

through Toynbee to contemporaries like David Wilkinson 

and Samuel P. Huntington; and the more recent development 

of world systems analysis by Immanuel Wallerstein, Gunder 

Frank, Barry Gills, Christopher Chase-Dunn and Thomas D. 

Hall. Snyder is familiar with general systems theorists like 

Erwin Laslo and Downing Bowler, and macro-sociologists 

such as Gerhard Lenski and Stephen K. Sanderson. He ap-

plied these approaches by mostly modifying, correcting and 

synthesizing for the purpose comparative world history. 

   Snyderôs study of religion led him to Toynbee, who defines 

a civilization by its kind of religion. Hence, reading Snyder 

reminds you reading of Toynbee, who is widely considered as 

the father of the civilizational studies. Snyder argues that the  

           Late Lee Daniel Snyder ,  
Civilizationist and the President of the ISCSC (2004-2007) 
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Suggestions, comments, and constructive criticisms 
are all encouraged. Call, write or email me anytime. Although 
there are dynamics of conflict within this organization, as 
within every organization, our overarching priority must always 
be to work together to make our society stronger. We need to 
think clearly about what originally brought us to ISCSC: our 
abiding interest in the big questions about the fate of civiliza-
tions over the course of history.   

Although we face some formidable challenges, I be-
lieve that Professors Sorokin, Toynbee and the other luminar-
ies who attended our original 1961 Salzburg meeting would be 
proud of our organization today, for our spirited conferences, 
for our quality peer-reviewed journal CCR, for our loyal mem-
bership, and especially for our insisting on confronting funda-
mental civilizational issues head-on in an increasingly narrow 
academic world.   

Thank you very much for your trust in me. See you in 
Asilomar! (California 2013) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As the President Elect of ISCSC, I convey my heart-
felt greetings to our entire membership, the world over.  I 
write this knowing that I am (as Michael Palencia-Roth said, 
quoting Newton), ñstanding on the shoulders of giantsò, the 
founders and original members of this venerable organiza-
tion.  I know also that there are a number of giants reading 
this newsletter right now, many accomplished scholars from 
around the world who contribute to and share our unique vi-
sion. 

Some of you might know me already, as I served as 
Peer Review Editor of Comparative Civilizations Review from 
Spring 2009 to Spring 2012.   Perhaps my name sounds fa-
miliar to you if Iôve emailed you, asking you to review a sub-
mission to our journal. I myself am trained in philosophy 
(PhD. Brown, 1986), and am especially interested in issues 
related to the role of philosophy during times of civilizational 
disintegration.  I recently published my first book, Conserva-
tism and Crisis: The Anti Modernist Perspective in Twentieth 
Century German Philosophy, with Lexington Books (a division 
of Rowman & Littlefield).  I teach in the School for Business at 
Metropolitan College of New York. 
         When I become ISCSC President, I want very much to 
operate our organization with an open- door philosophy. I 
wish to solicit any comments and suggestions from ISCSC 
members.  How can we make our conferences better?  How 
can we improve our journal?  How can we expand member-
ship, especially with regard to emerging scholars - graduate 
students and younger academics?  How can we make our 
society more vibrant and influential?  How can we improve 
the financial health of the society?   

David Rosner (New York)  
President -Elect of the ISCSC (2013 -2016) 
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   That gets harder the more idyllic one wants the 
ñpeaceful democracyò to be.  Most democracies are not all that peaceful now, 
and some are among the most violent nations on earth. Like, why dodge the 
obvious, my dear home United States of America.  We hold records. 
   We have been involved in more wars and lethal operations in more other coun-
tries than any other nation on earth over the last few decades, especially if one 
includes smaller targets in places like Yemen, Somalia, Pakistan and other coun-
tries who have lost one snatched or snuffed. 
   We incarcerate more of our own people than anyone else in the world, by rate 
and absolutely.  Our war on drugs extends to tens of thousands dying in coun-
tries like Mexico and Columbia, and to hundreds of thousands in America with 
near-life sentences for petty crimes. 
   We have more guns per capita than any other nation on earth bar none, and 
are damn proud of it polls generally show, despite enduring one of the highest 
murder rates as well. And our mass murderers, about 20 each year, have often 
been entertained and ñeducatedò by some of the most ruthless video games ever 
created anywhere.  America holds many records! 
   So if you include the USA in the set of ñpeaceful democraciesò then you would 
have to conclude that it is certainly possible to sustain a ñpeaceful democracyò 
with a pretty violent culture by most observersô assessments.  Some of our most 
ardent weapons enthusiasts, like the NRA, say that we sustain our peaceful 
democracy because of extensive gun ownership, etc.  Their critics say we are 
on a path to perdition, but so far the Pentagon still owns the path. 
   There are surely more peaceful democracies on earth today, no doubt, and 
may God Bless every one of them.  Most of them have far more restricted ac-
cess to guns, smaller and less harsh prisons, less militaristic foreign policies, and 
dramatically lower rates of death by violence.  Some examples: Japan, Finland, 
Costa Rica, South Korea, Singapore and most of Europe.  And there are police-
states that rigorously repress both free speech and private ownership of weap-
ons. 
   If one expects perfection in definitions, however, you can be pretty confident 
that no perfectly peaceful democracies exist.  Most true pacifists got run out of 
their ancestral lands long ago, like the Dalai Lama, so almost every government 
on earth maintains an army to maintain borders.  Rare exceptions like Costa 
Rica rely on the prudence of neighbors too poor to invade. 
   More common are countries built with guns, like China, Russia, the USA and 
Canada, all successful if variably violent nations today.  Remember, North 
Americans were all Indians 550 years ago. Native populations may have been 
more or less peaceful, a very mixed record, but that mattered less than their 
inability to stop invaders with better weapons when civilizations clashed. 

Can violent culture sustain peaceful democracy?  

Michael Andregg,  
Vice-President of ISCSC 
UST in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA  

1.3 million people were killed in the U.S. since 1945 which is about 2 times 

more than the American losses in WWI, WWII, Korean and Vietnam Wars 

Post Sandy Hook School in Newtown (2012) Masacre Opinions 

Making the World Safer for  
Children  

   By Wallace Gray, Civilizationist 
 
A major challenge is to find the best ways to 
apply some of the human wisdom gained 
from age-long bitter-sweet experience.   
   Pre-history was much more violent than 
history according to Steven Picker, Harvardôs 
cognitive science researcher. With civilization 
the world moved from unremitting warfare 
among tribes to some peaceful years. ñWe 
are far less likely to be killed by bullets and 
bombs than our tribal ancestors were, with 
their spears and arrows.ò Your tribe was 

continually killing members of my tribe, much as street gangs do today. 
Larger, more civilized units such as nations developed truces and trea-
ties to gain periods of relative peace. 
   That fact does not protect our children from being mowed down in 
school tomorrow. What will? Consider these questions. FIRST, does any 
civilized nation need to have 300 million guns available for ordinary 
citizens? One blogger asks, Why would any private citizen need to own 
an assault rifle and an extended clip for a 9 mm Glock? There are par-
ents in Connecticut who would like to know. SECOND, why donôt we put 
more emphasis on mental and physical health than on deviants who are 
still stigmatized by words like ñweirdoò? Many of these are candidates for 
anti-social, even lethal behavior unless we understand their problems 
and try to heal dysfunctions.  
   Better treatment programs will allow non-judgmental referral to compe-
tent professionals. THIRD, why are some of the cruelest and most primi-
tive of social behaviors such as the one euphemistically called ñfemale 
circumcisionò still practiced so widely? A spotlight on the horrifying treat-
ment of women and young girls in some parts of the ñmodernò world is 
needed. FOURTH, why is marriage in Western countries going out of 
style? Marriage ñis a complex social institutionò that can foster stable 
families. FIFTH, who is entitled to what? Some public assistance or lack 
of it either breeds discontent or encourages dependency.  What does 
the recipient need to give back as they are able? 
   None of these questions have easy answers, but they highlight the 
need for sharper public awareness, higher ethical standards, and more 
widespread non-violent discussion. Well informed debate and action can 
still work in democratic societies and perhaps even in some of the more 
benevolent dictatorships.  
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=violent+cultural+&go=&qs=n&form=QBIR


Page 5 The ISCSC Newsletter Civilization at Risk 

In one day, many people 

lost everything they worked 

all their life but their suffer-

ing did not pass unnoticed. 

Once the organized civiliza-

tion came back in the form 

of emergency response, 

recharged telephones, peo-

ple started to take pictures 

and post them on Twitter or 

Face book and give images 

and up dates at a high rate. 

A torrent of donations 

poured in to help the victims 

of the storm. A band from 

San Francisco, Train, per-

formed for the boroughôs 

first responders at the Sea Bright Firehouse, in support of Sea 

Bright Rising, a non-profit organization created to rebuild the 

town, devastated by the super storm Sandy. Many crews came 

from different states to help. For instance, the Florida Power 

and Light Company dispatched 860 of employees and 250 of 

trucks to New Jersey.   

Singers Bruce Springsteen and Bon Jovi, both residents of 

New Jersey, and other artists,  took stage for Sandy victims, by 

performing in the concert Hurricane Sandy Coming Together, 

held in New York. 

However, the first help came from the neighbors. Each tried to 

provide some comfort under the circumstances. We were able 

to make coffee because my neighbor gave me a propane tank 

to use with my camping stove. We invited to our house for 

dinner, served by the light of propane lanterns, people with no 

electricity or outside grill. Neighbors also worked together to 

clean up the debris.  

With few exceptions of looting and price gouging scams that 

were dealt with immediately by the state officials, people 

showed a lot of restrain and consideration towards other human 

beings. 

Super storm Sandy destroyed whole towns but not the 

spirit of solidarity, compassion and the courage to rebuilt 

them and make them better.  

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

        

I have been living in New Jersey 

for about 20 years and autumn is 

one of the most beautiful seasons 

here. The deep colors of yellow, 

orange and red invites you to take a 

walk in the woods and enjoy the 

nature. This fall was like no other 

before. The weather forecasts pre-

dicted a huge storm that was head-

ing towards the Eastern part of America and will affect espe-

cially New Jersey and New York areas.  

    At the end of October, the Frankenstorm arrived with a fury 

that nobody could have foreseen, despite all the preparations 

done before the storm. The state of New Jersey ordered man-

datory evacuations for certain areas and opened shelters for 

thousands of people. Monmouth Race Track and Monmouth 

University were the largest shelters in the middle section of 

New Jersey. 

    The devastation was immense. Approximately one million 

people were without power. Winds reached 85 mph, making it 

impossible for the workers to repair the power lines. Trees fell 

over damaging houses and cars. Tidal waves surged and 

shoved water, over the seaside barriers, dismantling board-

walks. Estimate of damage place it around 40 billons dollars. 

   The images we saw from the storm affected areas looked 

like movie productions: houses and streets under water, yel-

low cabs submerged in mud, airports shut down, schools 

closed, stores with no light, and boats thrown in the street or 

disappeared all together into the ocean.  

    Governor Chris Christie said ñThe level of destructions 

unthinkable.ò 
       
      

Sandy destroyed towns but not the spirit of solidarityé. 

Since we are civilized 

Prof. Mariana Tepfenhart 
Monmouth University 

The Society is happy that Mary Tepfenhart 

and Dave Rosner survived the attack of 

Sandy against New York and New Jersey  

on October  30, 2012.  
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Will be provided each year due to the contribution by Prof. Dr. Tal-
butt, an accomplished civilizationist and specialist on P. Sorokin. 
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Dr. Hisanori Kato of Butsuryo College in Osaka, Japan, was chosen for the 
ISCSCôs Young Rising Scholars award this year because of his extensive 
work on Islam in Southeast Asia and his interdisciplinary approach to all 
things civilizational in both the ISCSC and in the vigorous Japanese Society 
for Comparative Study of Civilizations with which we have collaborated in the 

past.  

   Hisanori has lived in five countries since getting his bachelorôs degree in 
1990, the U.S.A., Indonesia, Australia, and the Philippines as well as Japan 
where he returned to teach since 2009. Dr. Katoôs academic interests focus 
on relationships between religion and society, which are greatly related to 
the development of civilizations.  
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He has conducted research throughout Southeast Asia, but especially in 
Indonesia where he has published in Indonesian.  His research topics in-
clude comparative analysis of Christian and Islamic civilizations, the analysis 
of interfaith activities among religions, and the comparative analysis of global 
and local civilizations.  
   Professor Garry Tromp of the University of Sydney wrote this about Dr. 
Kato: ñTo my mind, he has been doing something quite unique as a re-
searcher, attending as he does to the issue of mutual understanding, not just 
the amassing and analyzing of data.  All this is unusual work for a Japanese 
scholar, to step quite outside his cultural framework, study for the highest 
degree in another country, and then immerse himself in the languages and 
cultural patterns of Southeast Asia.ò 
   Kato edited a book in 2011 titled The Clash of Ijtihad: Fundamentalist 
versus Liberal Muslims. This book is rare as it contains the voices of both 
fundamentalist and liberal Muslims in one volume. Dr. Gerry van Klinken 
(senior researcher at the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and 
Caribbean Studies) describes it as ñan insightful editorial introduction that 
makes this an excellent reader on Indonesian Islam.ò  
   The contributors of The Clash of Ijtihad are extremely prominent Muslim 
leaders in Indonesia, which shows how hard Dr. Kato has worked to estab-
lish a solid network of primary sources for academic work in the future as 
well.  Civilizations are clashing daily in the ferment of South Asia today, 
unless we consider Chinese, Japanese and Islamic all variations of one 
greater East Asian civilization.  I donôt think Professor Kato would go that 
way, aware as he is of fundamental differences among these very long term 
fonts of culture. 
   In the last two annual conferences of ISCSC, Dr. Kato presented excep-
tional and possibly unique analyses on the relationship between Western 
and Asian, especially Javanese, civilizations. These academic outcomes 
were, according to Professor Yoshimichi Someya (President of the JSCSC 
2005~2011) ñvaluable and important for the future of mankind.ò 
   Therefore I was honored to nominate Professor Hisanori Kato for the 2012 
Young Rising Scholars Award, and extremely pleased when the board con-
curred.  Press On Hisanori Kato, with your important work and in life! 

 
Michael Andregg, Vice-President of the ISCSC 

St. Paul, Minnesota, USA 
 

Dr Hisanori Kato has been nominated  
acting Vice-President of the ISCSC for  

Asia and Oceania.  

Dr Hisanori Kato with  
Michael Andregg (Vicepresident) and  

Andrew Targowski (President) 
at The Reagan Center, Washington DC. 

June 2012 
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The 42nd ISCSC International Conference, DeVry University 
Washington, D.C. Cristal City, Arlington Campus, USA ð June 6-9, 2012   

If you look over the history of the 

annual conferences of the Interna-

tional Society for the Comparative 

Study of Civilizations, youôll find 

that the majority of them have 

taken place on college campuses 

or at least in provincial cities away 

from the madding crowd.  Such settings offer scholars the 

opportunity for reflection amidst peace and quiet.  In 2011, 

at Tulane University, the ISCSC chose to go in the opposite 

direction, plunging in for the big time:  Washington, D.C.  

And it turned out to be a very exciting session.   

This grand perspective was augmented by sessions held 
right on Capitol Hill itself and by lectures that highlighted 
and oriented the grand banquet at the Ronald Reagan 
Building.   

On Capitol Hill our discussions in the Gold Room of the 

House of Representativesô Rayburn Office Building focused 

on Congressional views of Americaôs territories, civilizations 

themselves which form part of, but which are simultaneously 

separate from, Americaôs predominant civilization.  And at 

the grand banquet, Harry Wu, who suffered for years in one 

of Chinaôs most notorious and abominable concentration 

camps, coined a new term ñclassicide,ò thus putting the mur-

der of an entire class of people within a larger theoretical 

context.  Another dissident, the well-known writer Yu Jie, 

opined that there is not a coming clash of civilizations be-

tween China and the West; rather, there is a present-day 

clash in China between the civilized and the uncivilized.  

President Andrew Targowski, who himself has been the 

victim of several civilizations and their clashes, explained 

that China is current a robot civilization serving Western 

Civilizations, but it may soon resume its historic role as eco-

nomic center of the world.  And it may work cooperatively 

with the Western Civilization. 

   There were, as always, innovative and challenging discus-
sions.  Regarding China, an Italian scholar, Barbara Omnis, 

reviewed the issue of Chinaôs purported plans for world 
domination and an American professor, Judie Edlin of New 
Jersey, explained the history of Chinese Jews and their as-
similation into that culture over the centuries.   
   Former U.S. Agency for International Development Educa-
tion Director and University of Maryland Bahaôi Professor of 
World Peace, John Grayzel, explained that African civiliza-
tion is often misunderstood by foreigners, and in this misun-
derstanding it turns out that China is no different from the 
Europeans who preceded it.  Robert Thomas clearly laid out 
a Confucian Case for Economic Freedom, and Dominik 
Mierzejewski, a professor from Poland, discussed Chinaôs 
future international identity.   
   From Australia came Dr. Abbey Perumpanani, a physician 
and a mathematician, Oxford and Harvard trained, who of-
fered a mathematical model that could be used to finally 
define ñcivilizationò in an empirical way.  Dr. Laina Farhat-
Holzman, Publisher of the Comparative Civoilizations Re-
view, presented a juxtaposition, which she called Moderni-
zation or Westernization, that enabled her to differentiate the 
Muslim World from the rest of the world.   

   Two Brazilians, Jacob and Ilana Binsztok, discussed the 

implications of offshore oil for Brazilôs culture and future, 

while fellow Brazilian Pedro Geiger ruminated on war and 

peace.  Long-time peace activist Prof. Michael Andregg of 

Minnesota talked about clashes of civilizations and martial 

philosophies.   

   Peter Hecht, a graduate student at the University of Vir-

ginia with deep background in Central Asia and in educa-

tion, illuminated social class changes in the South caused 

by the Civil War; appropriately, he was speaking from what 

had been the border, essentially, between the Confederate 

States of America and the United States of America.   

   An American expert on healthcare, Dr. Caroline Poplin, 

who holds both a law degree and a medical degree, ex-

plained the context within which clashing views are weighing 

in on Americaôs new healthcare law and she showed how 

this differed historically from views and from choices being 

made in other advanced industrialized countries today. 

   There were entire panels, with several interesting papers, 
on education and Russian culture, including presentations 
by the co-author of the Proceedings, Dr. Vladimir Alaykin-
Izvekov; by Yulia Andreeva; and by Liubov Mikhaltsova and 
Olga Milinis. 

                          Joseph Drew 
Co-Chair of the 2012 Confer-

ence 
               CCR Editor-in-Chief 
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The 42nd ISCSC International Conference, DeVry University 
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As you can read in the Proceed-
ings, there were not less than four 
papers submitted by that intrepid 
and always intellectually invigorat-
ing scholar, Dr. Norman C. 
Rothman, as he this time covered 
four different Asian countries and 
societies not far from China  ï 

Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.   
   ISCSC veterans were dynamic and challenging in their 
scholarship, too.  Dr. Anthony Stevens-Arroyo weighed in 
with a paper on Hispanic Voices and the Clash of Civiliza-
tions; Mariana Tepfenhart reviewed the causes of ethnic 
conflicts around the world; and Ross Maxwell ï probing as 
he always is -- analyzed thoughtfully the role of specializa-
tion as humanity moved itself from the stage of hunter gath-
erer to the onset of civilization.   
   Prof. Tseggai Isaac delved into the nature of African civili-
zation in the Third Millennium and the Japanese scholar 
Hisanori Kato, honored at the banquet by the association for 
his considerable academic achievements in comparative 
civilization while still early in his career, compared the emer-
gence of a variant of Islam in Indonesia and a variant of 
Buddhism in Japan. 
   Dr. Alaykin-Izvekov offered a guided tour of the Mall from 
the well of a bus that had been chartered by the association.  
Moreover, on the first night of the meeting delegates 
watched a dramatic play about the challenges of war to 
those who must fight it, in an outstanding and award-
winning experimental theatre in Arlington not far from the 
campus, and they topped off their Ronald Reagan building 
visit by enjoying a humorous review of national politics by 
the famous D.C. comedy troupe, The Capitol Steps. 
   On behalf of those who stayed on in Washington, perma-
nently, Iôd like to thank the delegates for dissecting the many 
intricacies of comparative civilizations and laying out the 
issues thoroughly for students and experts alike.     

   Max Weber explained for all time the difference between 

science as a vocation and politics as a vocation.  Because 

of the facts and arguments presented, at least in some 

measure, at this meeting, and as a result of the work of our 

association, and, of course, because of the continuing and 

ongoing contributions of scholarship in general to the public 

decision-making possible in a free society, perhaps Amer-

icaôs leaders, armed with new and valuable knowledge, can 

combine a bit of both science and politics as they consider 

the array of alternative futures available to humanity.. 

   Up on Capitol Hill, the ISCSC heard three fascinating 
talks.  We heard two lectures by two highly creative, dy-
namic Members of Congress who, although elected, have 
no power to vote on the floor of the House of Representa-
tives.  Hon. Eni Faleomavaega of American Samoa and 
Hon. Eleanor Holmes Norton of the District of Columbia both 
spoke to the role of their constituents in the American story.  
Is this one nation, and, if so, why are American citizens or 
nationals in the territories not given their full democratic 
rights?  When will the territorial system of the United States 
change? 
    Another expert at the ISCSC meeting was Caroline Pop-
lin.  She is both a medical doctor and a lawyer, a published 
expert on health care.  Using a comparative technique, she 
explained the key issues in the highly charged contemporary 
topic of the American healthcare system, showing that its 
structure differs from that found in other industrialized OECD 
countries.  Americans pay the highest prices in the world for 
health care but our health outcomes, she points out ñare no 
better than middling.ò  Her question:  Is America, sui 
generis, a free market outlier in health care? 

   

 

 

  

                          Joseph Drew 
Co-Chair of the 2012 Confer-

ence 
               CCR Editor-in-Chief 
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T h e 

ISCSC-2012 has been special in many respects. The Society 
triumphantly returned to Washington D.C. exactly 40 years 
after its inaugural conference in the New World (jointly with the 
American Association for the Advancement of Science) in 
1972. Since then ISCSC succeeded in uniting the global think-
ers, turbo-charging the academic careers, establishing new 
and radically reinventing multiple areas of expertise, and at-
tracting world-wide attention in the process. 
   The ISCSC-2012 immense global impact has advanced the 
Societyôs goals even further, and presently continues reverber-
ating throughout the world. The results of the conference are 
reflected in special (ñon-paperò and ñon-lineò) editions of the 
Comparative Civilizations Review (No. 67, fall 2012) and the 
ISCSC- 2012 Proceedings. The Conference Organizers have 
received literally a flood of thank-you letters and grateful remi-
niscences from all corners of the planet. 
   The efforts of the 2012 Program Committee Team played a 
crucial role in making these impressive results to transpire. 
The 2012 Program Committee Chair Ricardo Duchesne has 
created a stirring CFP announcement. Liana Farhat-Holzman 
spearheaded a much necessary effort to breathe life into the 
conferenceôs academic program. Michael Andregg with his 
boundless energy, helped a great deal with the conference 
planning and day-to-day logistics. Connie Lamb has crucially 
lent her time and expertise to the ISCSC-2012 Proceedings, 

as well as to the important Program Committee functions. 
   The efforts of the 2012 Organization Committee Members 
were no less indispensable. Joe Drew, the Organization Com-
mittee Co-Chair, literally ñmoved mountainsò to ensure the 
conferenceôs high profile and profound impact in the nationôs 
capital. As always, Betsy Drummer helped tremendously with 
the financial arrangements. Michael Palencia-Roth and  

George Von der Muhll advised tirelessly on various aspects of the 
endeavor. Michael Dudley duly kept us all updated on the confer-
ence agenda by the way of computer magic on the Societyôs web-
site. Lynn Rhodesôs low-key, ñcan-doò approach was indispensa-
ble to the effort as well. And, of course, without a vigilant support 
of the Societyôs ñcaptain,ò Andrew Targowski, the ñgameò would 
have never even commenced. 
   Many area key players actively participated as well. The DeVry 
University energetic and highly knowledgeable Team performed 
an extra-class job on all aspects of the conventionôs organization 
and support. The Office of the DC Representative Eleanor Holmes 
Norton has thoughtfully arranged for us a session with her and 
other Representatives on the Hill.  
   The Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center 
hosted the Banquet and supplied us with crucial components of 
the conference packets and prizes for the extra-curricular activi-
ties. The Arlington Office for Economic Development Team has 
been a genuine blessing in multiple aspects of the conference 
logistics and overall support. The world-renown ñSyneticò Theater 
and ñCapitol Stepsò Satire Show have treated us with perform-
ances of the highest artistic quality. 
   Our heartfelt thanks go also to the Colleagues at the University 
of the District of Columbia, the incredible Team of the beautiful 
Skydome Restaurant, the hospitable and highly professional 
Team of the ñZohory Bus Tours, Inc.,ò and many other wonderful 
folks. 
   Well, for now, goodbye, DC-2012, and hello, California-2013! 
 

Vlad Alalykin-Izvekov  
Chair, ISCSC Futures and Conferences Committee 

Co-Chair of the 2012 Conference 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


